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ensure the whole-hearted co-operation of the workers in the
introduction of the standardisation and efficiency schemes.1
This, therefore, shows that the payment of comparatively high
wages must be the price at which the Bombay mill-owners
must buy industrial peace, which is so essential in a period of
far-reaching reorganisation.
That the rates of wages in Bombay are somewhat higher than
those in Ahmedabad and much higher than those in the up-
country centres will be seen from the following 'standard
muster' for the ist of April, 1926. It may be explained that
the 'standard muster' is the muster roll kept by each mill,
indicating the number of operatives in each department and
also showing the monthly rate for workers on fixed wages and
the remuneration per unit for piece-workers. The average
wages showi} in the table against piece-workers, that is, frame-
tenters, winders and weavers, are those earned during the
month on the basis of the piece-rate given in the standard
muster.
It will be noticed that out of the seven classes of cotton opera-
tives, four on time-wages and three on piece-wages, represented
in the table, all the four time-workers and one piece-worker,
viz. frame tenters, are given rates of wages in Bombay, which
are appreciably higher than the corresponding rates at Ahme-
dabad and much higher than those in the other up-country
centres. In the case of weavers, the Bombay figures are a little
lower than the Ahmedabad figures, but considerably higher
than those for all the other centres. And lastly, in respect of
winders, the Bombay figures are somewhat lower than those
of any other centre except Nagpur. In these two last cases,
however, we should not make the mistake of inferring from the
higher figures for some of the up-country centres that in these
the Bombay scales of wages are lower. On the contrary, as all
the rates for time-workers are higher in Bombay, we may
legitimately presume that the scale of remuneration for winders
and weavers, too, must be higher there, and that the lower
1 Report of the Bombay Strike Enquiry Committee, 1928-29, Vol. I, pp. 101-27.